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Case 3-2013: A 72-Year-Old Woman with Abdominal Pain and Distention after Peritoneal Dialysis
(New England Journal of Medicine 2013 Jan 24;368(4):375-85)
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Figure 1. CT Images of the Abdomen.

Axial CT images of the lower abdomen, viewed in soft-tissue windows after the administration of oral contrast material
and without intravenous contrast material, show ascites in the mesentery and peritoneal space (Panel A, arrowhead)
and thickening of the peritoneum (arrow). A peritoneal-dialysis catheter can be seen in the right lower quadrant
(Panel B, arrowhead). Sagittal reformatted images of the lower lumbar spine displayed on bone windows (Panel C)
show a permeative process (inset, arrowhead) in the anterior aspect of L5 and a soft-tissue mass (arrow) anterior to
the vertebral body that does not respect the disk spaces.
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Table 1. Laboratory Data.*

17 Days before 16 Days before

Reference Range, Admission, Admission, On Admission,

Variable Adults Outpatient Other Hospital  This Hospital 2nd Day
Blood
Hematoerit [34) 36.0-46.0 jwomen) 25.4 278 28.6 27.4
Hemoglobin (g/dl) 12.0-16.0 (women) 9.1 8.5 9.3 87
White-cell count (per mm?®) 450011, 000 3300 3120 5300 700
Differential count (34)

M eutrophils 40-70 77 33

Lym phocytes 22-44 14 7

Monooytes 4-11 [ B

Easinophils 0-8 3 1

Basophils 0-3 o 1
Sedium (mmol/liter) 135-145 127 134 131
Patassium (mmolfliter) 3443 4.1 1.5 4.0
Chloride {mmol/liter) 100-108 a5 92 89
Carbon dicxide {mmeal/liter) 23.0-319 27 .8 33.2 28.2
Urea nitrogen (mg/dl) 8-325 i3 12 20
Creatinine mg/dl) 0.60-1.50 3.52 2.25 3.43
Estimated glomerular filtration rate =60 14 23 14

(mlfminf/1.73 m*)

Glucose (mg/dl) 70-110 104 143 103
Alburmin (g/dl) 3.3-50 3.4 31
Glebulin (g/dl) 2341 5.1
Alkaline phosphatase (U/liter) 30-100 141
Amylase (U/liter) 3-100 44
Galactemannan antigen index <0.5 <0.5
1,3-g-oglucan (pg/ml) <60 56
Ferritin (ng/ml) 10-200 14385
Peritoneal fluid
Color el ow Orange Orange
Turbidity Clear Moderate Moderate
Red-cell count (per mm?) ] 6330 Mot done
White-cdl count (permm?®) Mot specified 1240 1500
Differential count (&)

M eutrophils ] 14 la

Lym phocytes 0 44 72

Reactive lym phocytes ] 5 0

Monooytes 0 29 b

Basophils 0 1 4

Fluid macrophages or lining cells ] 7 0
Amylase (Ufliter) Mot defined 23

* To convert the values for urea nitrogen to millimoles per liter, multiply by 0.357. To corvert the values for creatinine to microm oles per liter,

rhultiply by 88.4. To convert the values for glucose to millimoles per liter, multiply by 0.05551.
T Reference values are affected by many variables, including the patient population and the laboratory methods used. The ranges used at
Massachusetts General Hospital are for adults who are not pregnant and do not have medical conditions that could affect the results. They
ray therefore not be appropriate for all patients.




