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Case 32-2011: A Pregnant Woman with Abdominal Pain and Fluid in the peritoneal Cavity
(New England Journal of Medicine 2010;363:1657-1665)
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Table 2. Clinical Findings Plausibly Associated with the Diagnosis.
Clinical Findings Diagnosis
Heterotypic Conditions
Placental Ruptured Hepatic Abdominal  Placental  Ectopic Aggravated by Rupture of Visceral or
Uterine Rupture Abruption Hematoma Pregnancy Invasion* Decidua  Pregnancyf Uterine Vessel
Abdominal pain Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Intraperitoneal fluid Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes or no Yes
Absence of fetal com- No, especially with No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
promise labor and vaginal
delivery
Negative imaging studies Yes Yes No No No Yes No Yes
Anemia (before delivery) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes
Pleuritic chest pain No No No, but could be con- No Yes Yes No Yes, in cases of multives-
fused with right- sel involvernent or
upper-quadrant or underlying connec-
epigastric pain tive-tissue disorder
Hemoptysis No Maybe, if coagulopathy Maybe, if coagulopathy No Yes Yes No Yes, in cases of multives-
is presents: is presenti sel involvement or
underlying connec-
tive-tissue disorder
Normal placenta, except for Yes No, hemosiderin depo- Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes, in cases of multives-
hemosiderin in the de- sition is unlikely to sel involvernent or
cidua be the only placen- underlying connec-
tal manifestation tive-tissue disorder
Aortic-valve insufficiency No No No No No No No Yes, in cases of multives-
sel involvement or
underlying connec-
tive-tissue disorder

* Examples of placental invasion include placenta percreta and metastatic choriocarcinoma.
T Conditions aggravated by pregnancy include acute pyelonephritis, intestinal volvulus, adnexal torsion, and degenerating leiomyoma.
I Coagulopathy leading to hemoptysis is unlikely to be the only manifestation of placental abruption and ruptured hepatic hematoma.
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