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Case 10-2011: A Woman with Fever, Confusion, Liver Failure, Anemia, and Thrombocytopenia
(New England Journal of Medicine 2011;364:1259-70)
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Table 2. Diagnostic Criteria for Hemophagocytic
Lymphohistiocytosis.*

Fever

Splenomegaly

Cytopenia affecting two or more blood-cell lineages
Hypertriglyceridemia, hypofibrinogenemia, or both

Hemophagocytosis in bone marrow, spleen, or lymph
nodes

Natural killer cell activity low or absent
Ferritin =500 pg/liter
Soluble interleukin-2 receptor (CD25) =2400 U/ml

* Five of eight criteria must be met to establish a diagnosis.
Adapted from Henter et al.®
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