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Case 37-2010: A 16-Year-Old Girl with Confusion, Anemia, and Thrombocytopenia
(New England Journal of Medicine 2010; 363:2352-2361)
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Panel A (periodic acid—5chiff) shows globally thickened glomerular basement membranes. Subepithelial, amerphous,
#14 ml)7:J'< electron-dense deposits are present in the glomerular basement membrane (Panel B, arrows). Immunofluorescence
reveals finely granular deposits of 1gG along the glomerular basement membrane [Panel C), and electron microscopy
reveals tubuloreticular structures in the glomerular endothelial cells {Panel D, arrow). These features are typical of
#15 X XU )7T< membranous lupus nephritis class V. There was no evidence of thrombotic microangiopathy.
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Figure 1. Representative Peripheral-Blood Smear from Another Patient
with Thrombotic Thrombocytopenic Purpura.

At high magnification, notable findings include schistocytes (arrows) and
a virtual lack of platelets. One platelet can be seen (arrowhead).




