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Case 29-2010: A 29-Year-Old Woman with Fever and Abdominal Pain

(New England Journal of Medicine 2010;363:1266-74)
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Causes of abdominal pain by location

Right upper quadrant

Left upper quadrant

Hepatitis

Cholecystitis

Cholangitis

Pancreatitis

Budd-Chiari syndrome
Pneumonia/empyema pleurisy

Subdiaphragmatic abscess

Right lower quadrant

Splenic abscess
Splenic infarct
Gastritis
Gastric ulcer

Pancreatitis

Left lower quadrant

Appendicitis

Salpingitis

Ectopic pregnancy

Inguinal hernia
Nephrolithiasis
Inflammatory bowel disease

Mesenteric adenitis (yersina)

Epigastric

Diverticulitis

Salpingitis

Ectopic pregnancy
Inguinal hernia
Nephrolithiasis

Irritable bowel syndrome

Inflammatory bowel disease

Diffuse

Peptic ulcer disease
Gastroesophageal reflux disease
Gastritis

Pancreatitis

Myocardial infarction
Pericarditis

Ruptured aortic aneurysm

Periumbilical

Gastroenteritis

Mesenteric ischemia

Metabolic (eg, DKA, porphyria)
Malaria

Familial Mediterranean fever
Bowel obstruction

Peritonitis

Irritable bowel syndrome

Early appendicitis
Gastroenteritis
Bowel obstruction

Ruptured aortic aneurysm
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Table 2. Causes of Splenomegaly and Subacute Fever.

Infection

Viral (hepatitis, infectious mononucleosis, cytomegalovirus, human
immunodeficiency virus)

Bacterial (salmonella, brucella, pyogenic abscess, endocarditis)
Mycobacterial (tuberculosis, atypical mycobacterial infections)
Parasitic (malaria, toxoplasmosis)
Rickettsial (Rocky Mountain spotted fever)
Fungal (histoplasmosis)
Inflammation
Systemic lupus erythematosus
Rheumatoid arthritis
Sarcoidosis
Serum sickness
Malignant condition
Lymphomas
Acute and chronic leukemias

Other hematologic disorders (acute and chronic autoimmune hemolytic
anemias)
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Table 3. Differential Diagnosis of Splenic Infarction.”

Myeloid disorders
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cythemia vera, essential thrombocythemia)
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Acute leukemias
Thromboembolic events

Cardioembolic origin
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Antiphospholipid syndrome
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Hemoglobinopathy

Conditions with marked splenomegaly
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Wandering spleen
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Infective endocarditis
Infectious mononucleosis
Cytomegalovirus

Malaria
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