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Case 14-2010: A 54-Year-Old Woman with Dizziness, and Falls
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(N Engl J Med 2010;362:1815-23)

Table 2. Conditions Producing a Sensation of Dizziness.

Condition Pathophysiology

Vertigo (an illusion Vestibular disorder

of motion)

Near-syncope (feeling
of faintness) fusion

Dysequilibrium (gait
disorder)

Factors affecting gait

Light-headedness
(ill defined)

Anxiety

Reduced cerebral per-

Causes
Vestibular neuritis
Labyrinthitis
Meniere's disease
Volume depletion
Neurocardiogenic syncope
Peripheral neuropathy
Myelopathy
Hydrocephalus
Phobias
Anxiety disorders

Depression
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