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Case 20-2008: A 57-Year-Old Woman with Abdominal Pain and Weakness after Gastric Bypass Surgery
(New England Journal of Medicine 2008 Volume 358: 2813-2825)
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Table 1. Laboratory Test Results.*
Reference 18 Days 10 Days 8 Days 2 Days 10th
Range, before before before before On Hospital
Variable Adultst Admissi Admissi Admission  Admission Admission Day
Serum
Glucose (mg/dl) 70-110 124 125 129 174 191 161
Sodium {mmol/liter) 135-145 137 137 134 129 120 133
Potassium (mmol/liter) 34438 4.1 43 5.4 (hemo- 4.0 4.4 34
lyzed sample)
Chloride (mmol/liter) 100-108 98 95 95 90 84 97
Carbon dioxide (mmaolfliter) 23.0-31.9 260 27.0 25.2 26.4 27.6 26.9
Magnesium (mmol/liter) 0.7-1.0 08
Aspartate aminotransferase (U/liter) 9-32 27 43 53 83
Alanine aminotransferase (U/liter) 7-30 25 35 47 59
Urine
Color Yellow Yellow Yellow Amber Brown
Appearance Clear Clear Cloudy Clear Turbid
pH 5.0-9.0 3.5 6.5 6.5 5.0 6.5
Specific gravity 1.001- 1.009 1.006 1.017 1.030 1.020
1.035

Screening dipstick

Glucose Negative Negative Negative Negative Negative 1+

Bilirubin Negative 2+ 1+ 3+ Negative

Ketones Negative 2+ 2+ 3+ 1+ 1+

Blood Negative Negative 1+ Trace MNegative  Trace-

lysed

Albumin Negative Negative Negative Negative 1+ 2+

Urobilinogen Negative Trace Trace Trace 2+

Nitrite Negative Negative Positive Negative Positive Positive

White cells Megative 1+ 3+ 2+ 1+ 3+
Sediment

Bacteria MNaone Few Many Few Few Moderate

Bladder cells None Few

Granular casts (no./low-power field) None 3-5

Hyaline casts (no./low-power field) 0-5 0-5 0-2 0-2 None 3-5

Red cells (no./high-power field) 0-2 0-2 0-2 0-2 Naone 3-5

Squamous cells (no./high-power field) Naone Few Few Few Moderate  Negative

White cells (no./high-power field) 0-2 5-10 20-50 =100 3-5 0-2

Uric acid crystals None Many
Sodium (mmol/liter) 146
Osmolality (mOsm/kg) 543
Creatinine (mg/dl) 0.6-15 0.41

* To convert the values for glucose to millimoles per liter, multiply by 0.05551. To convert the values for magnesium to milliequivalents per li-
ter, multiply by 2.0. Te convert the values for creatinine to micromoles per liter, multiply by 88.4.

1 Reference values are affected by many variables, including the patient population and the laboratory methods used. The ranges used at the
Massachusetts General Hospital are for adults who are not pregnant and do not have medical conditions that could affect the results. They
may therefore not be appropriate for all patients.




