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Case 27-2006: A 17-Year-Old Boy with Fever and Lesions in the Liver and Spleen
(New England Journal of Medicine 2006;355:941-8.)
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acitinomyces. Nocardia asteroids. Yersinia
Moninfectious cause

Hodgkin's and non-Hodgkin's lymphoma pseudotuberculosis. Y. enterocolitica. Listeria

Acute leukemia

Infectious cause Table 3. Characteristics of Pyogenic and Amebic Abscesses in the Liver.

Pyogenic bacteria . :
Salmonella Pyogenic Abscesses Amebic Abscesses
Staphylococci and streptococci Coexisting conditions No coexisting conditions®
Anaerobes Gallbladder disease Abdominal pain
Enteric organisms Diabetes Fever
Bartonella henselae Gastrointestinal disease Chills
Nocardia Fever and chills Pulmonary disease

Leukocytosis Single large abscess

Yersinia pseudotuberculosis or Y. enterocolitica

Listeria monocytogenes Elevated liver-function test results Leukocytosis

Campylobacter jejuni Pulmonary disease Elevated liver-function test resulis
Fusobacterium nucleatum Empyema Indn’lect her]'la%glutunat|on antibody
Legionell hil Atelectasis titer >1:327
EGIONENT preurmopria
Effusion

Entamoeba histolytica

Echinococcus ] i o T -
* Amebic abscesses usually accur in young men residing in or visiting areas in

Mycobacterium tuberculosis which the disease is endemic who do not have other coexisting conditions.

1 This characteristic is commeon in areas in which the disease is not endemic.

1 Brook I, Frazier EH. Microbiology of liver and spleen abscesses. J Med Microbiol 1998; 47: 1075-80.
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2 Rizkallah MF, Meyer L, Ayoub EM. Hepatic and splenic abscesses in cat-scratch disease. Pediatr
Infect Dis J 1988; 7: 191-5.
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3 Wear DdJ. Car scratch disease and bacillary angiomatosis. In: Marty AM, Nelson AM, eds. Advances
in diagnostic pathology of infectious disease. Washington D.C.: Armed Forces Institute of Pathology
1994: 29-36.
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