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Case 27-2004 — A 79-Year-Old Woman with Disturbances in Gait, Cognition, and Autonomic Function
(Volume 351; 912-922)
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(possibly Alzheimer’s disease) 85

51kg [vital signs] n.p. [physical] n.p. [neurological] <consciousness> alert & oriented
to time/place/persons <mental status> Her knowledge of recent events was vague. She had minor
difficulty with object naming. She understood and retained in memory three out of three low-frequency
words and recalled six details from a short story, but she was unable to remember what she had eaten for
breakfast. She did not hallucinate or communicate paranoid ideas, and she had no delusions. <speech>
She had fluent, circumlocutory speech without paraphasic errors. <cranial-nerve functions> intact <eye
movements> full <nystagmus> (-), but variable breakdown of pursuit(+) <face> staring expression,
with raised eyebrows and a reduced blinking rate, but was not weakened <neck> muscle strength and
tone : normal <extremities> The tone was increased in both legs, and there was cogwheeling (++) in the
left arm. The ability to make rapid, alternating movements was markedly reduced in the left arm and
left leg, but there was no weakness, tremor, limb ataxia, or neglect. The deep-tendon reflexes were
symmetrically increased in the legs, and the plantar responses were absent. She rose slowly from a chair,
and both bradykinesiaand truncal ataxia were evident. She walked stiffly and with a widened stance,
had reduced swing of the left arm, and shuffled the left foot.
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Table 1. Laboratory Test Results.*

One Year after Three Years aiter

Variable Initial Symptoms  Initial Symptoms
Alkaline phosphatase (U/liter) 55
Alanine aminotransferase (U /liter) 3
Aspartate aminotransferase (U/liter) 20
Vitamin B;, (pg/ml) 462
Bloed urea nitrogen (mmol /liter) 26
Calcium (mg/dl) 9.4
Cholesterol (mg/dl)

Total 207

High-density lipoprotein 75

Low-density lipoprotein 104
Chloride (mmol/liter) 106
Carbon dioxide (mmol/liter) 24.5
Creatinine (mg/dl) 0.9
Bilirubin (mg/dl)

Direct 0.1

Total 0.4 0.2
Folate (ng/ml) 11.9
Glucose (mg/dl) 118
Potassium {mmol/liter) 41
Lactate dehydrogenase (U/liter) 143
Sodium (mmol/liter) 140
Magnesium (mmol fliter) 1.0
Lead (ug/dl) 3.7
Protein (g/dl)

Total 6.9

Albumin 4.0 3.0

Globulin 3.9
Triglycerides (mg/dl) 139
Thyroid-stimulating hermone (uU/ml) 1.23
Uricacid (mg/dl) 4.2
Stool fat Negative

*

To convert the value for vitamin B, to picomoles per liter, multiply by 0.7378.
To convert the value for calcium to millimoles per liter, multiply by 0.250. To con-
vert the values for total, high-density lipoprotein, and low-density lipoprotein
cholesterol to millimoles per liter, multiply by 0.02586. To convert the value for
creatinine to micromoles per liter, multiply by 88.4. To convert the values for
direct and total bilirubin to micromoles per liter, multiply by 17.1. To convert
the value for folateto nanomoles per liter, multiply by 2.266. To convert thevalue
for glucose to millimoles per liter, multiply by 0.05551. To convert the valuefor
magnesium to milliequivalents per liter, divide by 0.5. To convert the value for
triglycerides to millimoles per liter, multiply by 0.01129. To convert the value
for uric acid to micromoles per liter, multiply by 59.48.

43kg

passive transfers

albuterol




