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Abstract

Objectives: The required clinical skills for primary care (PC) and their practice and education were
studied.

Methods: The attitudes of PC physicians who had graduated from St. Marianna University School of
Medicine were surveyed by a self-administered questionnaire including the following: 1. "What kind
of laboratory procedures (LPs) can you perform and are needed at your clinic?" 2. "What would you
suggest be added to the curriculum to improve PC medical education?" 3. "What are your views on
requiring certification, such as a Ph.D. degree, for a PC physician?"

Results: The kinds of LPs these physicians could perform, regardless of whether or not those skills
were needed in the clinic, depended on whether or not they learned them before beginning to work
in a clinic. Though few PC physicians practiced cardiac ultrasonography, many of them thought
it more necessary than barium enema and lumbar puncture. Many replied that clinical training
in ambulatory medicine was more critical than inpatient medicine in specialist fields. Just a few
physicians felt that a Ph.D. degree should be required.

(20



R &

Conclusions: PC physicians must practice the quick and easy LPs that are needed in the clinic, and

the ambulatory medicine needed in general practice should be part of the medical curriculum.
Key words: primary care, laboratory procedures, clinical skill, medical education, questionnaire

Address for correspondence

Ayano Kiyota, M.D., Dept. of General Internal Medicine
St. Marianna University School of Medicine

2-16-1 Sugao, Miyamae-ku

Kawasaki 216-8511 Japan

RIEPR 9 % 15 (1]



