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abstract

The patient was 87 years old female with personality disorder, bipolar disorder, dementia, lung
cancer and interstitial pneumonitis. Her medication ware prescribed and continued since her care
was transferred to our outpatient clinic. The patient was transferred into our hospital because of
appetite loss. She had dehydration and tremor in her hands on admission. Her ECG showed sinus
node dysfunction. After the admission, we stopped her medications and treated the dehydration with
infusion of saline. At that time, serum lithium concentration was higher than therapeutic range. After
discontinuation of the lithium, the heart rate and rhythm returned to normal, and serum level of the
lithium also returned to therapeutic range. Numerous medications can cause appetite loss and other
symptoms. However, it is highly dependent on the unique roles and functions of general physicians

to identify the causes of such complicated cases correctly.
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