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The importance and potential of the team approach
in family medicine in Japan

. An example from the University of Michigan

Natsuki Tanaka”” Michaeld DO Fetters”” Mike chu”” Masahito Jimbo”" Takashi Nishiue”"

"% Kansai Medical University General medicine in the Hirakata Hospital
"% Family medicine in the University of Michigan

" University of Michigan

Objectives: To examine assimilation of the team approach in Japanese family medicine.

Methods: To examine implementation of the team approach in family medicine based on review of
the literature and observations during a residency rotation in family medicine in the University of
Michigan Japanese Family Health Program.

Results: While medical team literature in other specialties was identified little was found about the
team approach in family medicine.

At the University of Michigan Japanese Family Health Program a team approach has been imple-
mented and medical care occurs smoothly. As medical care in this system is delivered seamlessly,
patient satisfaction levels are high based on the high quality of care, and the number of patients
including pregnant women is increasing. This example illustrates the importance of the team
approach in family medicine in the United States.

Conclusions: Even in Japanese Family Medicine, developing a team approach is an important priori-
ty. As the University of Michigan Japanese Family Health Program has implemented a team
approach system that targets Japanese people, this suggests that the team approach can be success-

ful even in Japan.

Key Wordd Family medicine, Team medicine, FFM (Future of Family Medicine), Quality of medicine
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