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Coronary plaque, thrombosis and PTX3

Kinta Hatakeyama and Yujiro Asada

Summary Chronic vascular inflammation plays an important role in atherogenesis and plaque insta-

bility. PTX3, a member of the pentraxin family, is composed of short and long pentraxin, and is a

prototypically long pentraxin synthesized by diverse cell types in atherosclerotic lesions in response

to inflammatory stimuli. PTX3 is a multifunctional pattern-recognition molecule modulating innate

immunity and inflammation, and may be involved in plaque instability and acute coronary syndrome.
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