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Review of the Evacuation of Hospitalized Patients
in the Event of a Nuclear Disaster

Genro Ochi

Department of Anesthesiology, Yawatahama Municipal General hospital,
796-8502, Japan

Abstract

From October 2012 to March 2022, the author served as the Ehime Prefectural
Disaster Medical Coordinator, overseeing emergency and disaster medicine at Yawatahama
Municipal General Hospital, a designated nuclear disaster medical base hospital near the
lkata nuclear power plant. This review examines survey results and discusses strategies for
evacuating hospitalized patients during nuclear disasters. Despite recent improvements
in the safety of nuclear power plants, the author emphasizes the importance of
preparedness for residual risks associated with radiation disasters. A primary objective
is to prevent “preventable evacuation deaths,” such as those observed during the
Fukushima nuclear power plant accident. Effective evacuation requires methods for
transporting patients in a supine position and medical staff capable of providing
continuous care and monitoring during transport. For critically ill patients sheltered
within hospitals, it is essential to ensure the availability of trained medical staff willing
to work despite high radiation exposure risks, as well as rooms equipped with ventilation
systems capable of filtering radioactive materials. The need to establish systems not
only for the safe evacuation and sheltering of hospitalized patients but also for supporting
hospital staff during nuclear disasters is highlighted.

Key words : nuclear disaster, evacuation, hospitalized patients, nuclear disaster base
hospitals, disaster medical coordination

BFEE vol.25 Nl 2025



